
BOARD OF SELECTMEN HYBRID MEETING 

Wednesday December 1, 2021 – 6:00 PM 

 

PRESENT: Neal Pilson, Chair; Alan Hanson, Selectman; Roger Manzolini, Selectman; Danielle 

Fillio, Town Administrator; Rick Bell; Tom Forstner;  

Neal opened the meeting at 6:05 PM. He announced that Alan Hanson was on his way to join 

the meeting and that he would conduct some basic housekeeping matters in the meantime: 

Approval of the Minutes of the November 17, 2021 meeting of the Board: Neal had provided 

some changes to the minutes, which had been incorporated into the version before the Board. 

As there were no further questions or comments, Roger moved that the Minutes of the Nov 17, 

2021 meeting of the Board of Selectmen be approved as amended. Neal seconded the motion, 

which passed by unanimous vote. 

Danielle reminded Neal that Rick Bell had requested that his November 15th email containing 

the research done relative to the discussion in the November 17, 2021 minutes of the 

Agreement between the Town of Richmond and the Richmond Congregational Church, be 

appended to the minutes as Attachment 1 and that Neal was going to ask Town Counsel for her 

opinion on the matter. Roger moved to attach the Rick Bell November 15th email to the 

November 17th minutes, pending the approval to do so from Town Counsel. Neal seconded the 

motion, which was carried by unanimous consent. 

Balderdash Special Permit Annual Review: Annual Alcohol License Approvals: Neal announced 

that the two items on the agenda that require the presence of Christian Hanson, owner of 

Balderdash Cellars, would be held over for the next meeting on December 15th, 2021 as Mr. 

Hanson is unable to attend this evening’s meeting.  

The Board was able, however, to proceed with the Annual Alcohol License Approval for Hilltop 

Orchards. As there was no request for changes to the license and with no objection from the 

public, Roger moved to approve the License for Hilltop Orchards. Neal seconded the motion, 

which was adopted by unanimous consent. 

At this time, Alan Hanson joined the meeting and Neal brought him up to date with what had 

been done in his absence. 

Public Comment: Neal opened the floor to any public comment or concern. Rick Bell noted that 

when Balderdash operates at night, there is no lighting in their parking lot, which he felt 

constituted a potential danger. Neal will bring the comment to the attention of the owners. 

Tom Forstner raised the issue of traffic on Swamp and Lenox Roads where cars drive well above 

the posted speed limit, creating a hazardous situation. A discussion of possible remedies 

ensued that included the possible use of flashing traffic signs that will indicate how fast the 



approaching car is going over the speed limit, remedying the sightlines for the turns by cutting 

back hedges and bushes with the owner’s permission, and asking the State Police to monitor 

that intersection.   

Town Administrator Updates: Danielle reported that the Winter Parking Ban is now in effect 

and parking is no longer permitted at the side of the roads as it interferes with snow plowing 

efforts. 

Danielle has received several applications for the opening on the Highway Department staff and 

will be conducting interviews on Friday. 

The Dublin Road Bridge Project is going well. The Town has just received a request to extend 

the contract’s final completion date to April of 2022 from December 3rd. As the delay was not  

the vendor’s fault but was the result of the very slow action on the part of the State to approve 

the project, Roger moved to have the Board allow Danielle to sign the extension as requested. 

Neal seconded the motion, which passed with unanimous consent. 

Danielle gave Neal the letter he had requested be drafted for John Mason, thanking him for his 

30 years of devoted service to the Town on the Finance Committee. Neal read the letter into 

the minutes (please see attached). 

Sewer Matters: In Tom Grizey’s absence, Danielle reported that the new pump that was 

needed has arrived and been installed in the ground before it froze. The owner still needs 

permission from the Board to hook up to the system.  

Selectmen’s Matters: Roger announced that he will sponsor the Christmas Tree this year and 

place it if someone else will decorate it. Al and Roger will complete that soon and Danielle has 

the decorations for the tree. She noted that she is working on creating a Holiday Party for the 

Town’s employees. 

Neal noted that he has heard that the Berkshire Hills School District Meeting was interrupted by 

a “Zoom Bomber.” He asked for assurance that the Town is taking all possible measures to 

avoid that happening to a Richmond Zoom Meeting and what plans were in place in case it 

should happen. There was a discussion of whether it pays to adopt the Webinar format and 

that Richmond has spent money to upgrade its Zoom account so that Boards and Committees 

can start their own Zoom meetings. Adding the Webinar version would entail an additional cost 

of $70/month. In addition, hackers have been clearly warned that any meeting will be instantly 

shut down in the event of any such intrusion. 

Neal also spoke about the State Department of Revenues Reports on the number of short-term 

rental registrations. He noted that Great Barrington has 200 short-term rental registrations, of 

which 56 are second homes. Neal wondered if Richmond also can access that kind of report, 

which Danielle assured him it could but that we have never requested it. Neal asked how many 

short-term rentals are registered in Richmond and whether there is any revenue accruing from 



them. Although there is a bylaw on the books that requires registration with the Town of short-

term rentals, very few are actually registered. 

There being no further business before the Board, Roger moved to adjourn the meeting at 6:50 

PM. Neal seconded the motion, which was adopted by unanimous consent. 

 

Signed: 

 

 

___________________________ 

Neal Pilson, Chair 


